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Informed Consent Form

The purpose of this study is to examine how maternal MS, as well as parenting and parent relationships, may influence various aspects of child and adolescent psychological functioning.  The knowledge gained from this study may help us understand how maternal MS impacts children in different ways throughout their childhood.  It is important to research the impact MS has on children, as many women will face a diagnosis of MS in their lives, and having knowledge of how MS impacts children will help mothers and health professionals better understand how to help mothers cope with being a parent with MS.
You will be asked to fill out several questionnaires online, varying in length.  It will take most people about 30-45 minutes to complete all of the questions.  The questionnaires contain items asking about you, your background and the severity of your MS, information about how you feel about yourself, your interactions and relationships with the other adults responsible for your children and your children, and the psychological functioning of your children.  There is the possibility that filling out these online questionnaires may evoke some upsetting thoughts or feelings associated with your past experiences with your illness or relationships with family members.  You are reminded that your participation in this study is voluntary.  This means that you can choose to stop at any time without penalty.  Furthermore, you may choose to skip any particular item or section throughout this online survey.

All of the information collected will be kept confidential by the researchers.  However, no guarantees can be made regarding the interception of data by unauthorized third parties when data is sent via the Internet.   This study utilizes Qualtrics to collect your responses and your data will be stored on their servers during the data collection phase.   Qualtrics protects the privacy of your responses as you can see in their online documentation at http://www.qualtrics.com/privacy-statement/ and http://www.qualtrics.com/security-statement/.  Once data is transferred off of Qualtrics it will be stored on password protected computers in a locked research lab, which only Emily Stewart, her research mentor, Dr.  Laura Pittman, and her research team can access.   Any presentations, reports, or publications based on the data collected in this study will use group data only and will never give details associated with a specific participant.  

For your participation in this research project today, you will be entered in a drawing for a chance to earn $100.  Additionally, all parents will be provided with parenting resources specific to the difficulties of parenting while being diagnosed with a CI.   

If you have any questions or concerns related to your participation in this study, please call Emily Stewart, Department of Psychology at 815-753-5971 or Dr.  Laura Pittman at 815-753-2485.  Any questions about your rights as a research participant can be addressed to the NIU Office of Research Compliance (815-753-8588).

By clicking on the button below, you are indicating you have read the information about the study and have been informed of its general purpose.  You are indicating you are fully aware of the risks and benefits associated with participating in the study described to you.  If you would like a copy of this consent, please print this page now before proceeding.  If you do not wish to participate in this study, please exit out of the survey.
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